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That uttermost that now may us befall,
Then let us die, and run amid our foes:
To vanquisht folk, despair is only hope.*

With this the young men's courage did increase,
And through the dark, like to the ravening wolves
Whom raging fury of their empty maws
Drives from their den, leaving with hungry throats
Their whelps behind, among our foes we ran,
Upon their swords, unto apparent death;
Holding alway the chief street of the town,
Cover'd with the close shadows of the night.

Who can express the slaughter of that night,
Or tell the number of the corpses slain,
Or can in tears bewail them worthily?
The ancient famous city falleth down
That many years did hold such seignory.
With senseless bodies every street is spread,
Each palace, and sacred porch of the gods.
Nor yet alone the Troyan blood was shed.
Manhood "ofttimes into the vanquisht breast
Returns, whereby some victors Greeks are slain.
Cruel complaints and terror everywhere,
And plenty of grisly pictures of death.

And, first with us Androgeus there met,
Fellowed with a swarming rout of Greeks,
Deeming us, unware, of that fellowship,
With friendly words whom thus he calTd unto:
* Haste ye, my friends I what sloth hath tarried you?
Your feres now sack and spoil the burning Troy:
From the tall ships were ye but newly come?*

When he had said, and heard no answer made
To him again, whereto he might give trust,
Finding himself chanced amid his foes,
Ma2ed he withdrew his foot back with his word.
Like, him that wandering in the bushes thick
Treads on the adder with his reckless foot,
Reared for wrath, swelling her speckled neck,
Dismay*d, gives back all suddenly for fear:
Androgeus so, fear'd of that sight, stept back*
And we gan rush amid the thickest rout;
When, here and there we did them overthrow,
Stricken with dread, unskilful of the place.
Our first labour thus luck&d well with us.

Chorebus then, encouraged by this chance,
Rejoicing said: 'Hold forth the way of health,
My feres, that hap and manhood hath us taught.